THE YOUNG MELBOURNE
bitter, steadily growing hatred of Byron. That he
should have seduced Caroline was bad enough; but
that he should turn against her afterwards was even
more shocking to his honourable spirit. When he
heard that Byron was threatening to cut her publicly,
all William's own injuries at her hands were forgotten
in a sudden flare of indignation. Byron thought this
very inconsistent of him. But it was Byron's mis-
fortune not to appreciate the workings of a gener-
ous nature. Nor would he have understood why
William resented his relationship to Lady Melbourne.
To William it was acutely painful that his own mother
should have so little sense of his feelings as to conspire
against his wife with that wife's lover. Only here again
affection made him put the chief responsibility on
Byron. With the sharp eye of hatred, he penetrated,
as Lady Melbourne had failed to do, die essential
duplicity of Byron's character. "He was treacherous
beyond conception", he said in later years. "I believe
he was fond of treachery. He dazzled everybody and
deceived them: for he could tell his own story very
well." To desert the victim of such a ruffian, at the
moment when she was desolate, was against William's
most sacred instincts. If he could not leave the Whig
party when its fortunes were at a low ebb, how much
less could he leave his own wife. For the next two
years he hardly quitted her side.
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